THE PALIO AT SIENA
had preserved her independence and her prosperity
during the seventeenth, eighteenth and nineteenth
centuries, there would probably be very much
less mediaeval or renaissance work now surviving
than is actually the case. Money, then, is lacking
to modernize completely. Weeding has the merit
of being cheap and, at the .same time, richly
symbolic. When you say of a town that the
grass grows in its streets, you mean that it is
utterly dead. Conversely, if there is no grass in
its streets, it must be alive. No doubt the mayor
and corporation of Siena did not put the argument
quite so explicitly. But that the argument was
put, somehow, obscurely and below the surface
of the mind, I do not doubt The weeding was
symbolic of modernity.

With the weeders came other workmen who
built up round the curving flanks of the great
piazza a series of wooden stands, six tiers high,
for the spectators. The piazza which is shaped,
whether by accident or design I "do not know, like
an ancient theatre, became for the time being
indeed a theatre. Between the seats and the
central area of the place, a track was railed off
and the slippery flags covered parsimoniously
with sand. Expectation rose higher than ever.

And at last the day came.    The swallows and
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